
Famous people… 
…ones who were failures in the public school and other public settings 

…and ones who were homeschool successes. 
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People who were pronounced failures in the world 
but who became notably successful: (pages 1-3) 

Alfred Adler, Louisa May Alcott, Ludwig Beethoven, Berndan Behan, Arnold Bennett,  
Sarah Bernhardt, Aneurin Bevan, Ernest Bevin, Napoleon Bonaparte, Admiral Richard E. Byrd, 

The Duke of Wellington, Enrico Caruso, Winston Churchill, Harvey Cushing, Salvador Dali,  
Jean de la Fontaine, Guy de Maupassant, Walt Disney, Thomas Edison, Paul Ehrlich,  
Albert Einstein, Michael Faraday, William Faraday, Henry Ford, Benjamin Franklin,  

Paul Gauguin, Oliver Goldsmith, William Randolph Hearst, Schumann Heink, Dr. John Hunter, 
Ben Johnson, Samuel Johnson, Carl Jung, Abraham Lincoln, Sir James MacKenzie,  

Somerset Maugham, Paul Nash, Isaac Newton, Sir William Osler, Ignace Paderewski,  
Louis Pasteur, William Penn, Pablo Picasso, Edgar Allen Poe, Auguste Rodin, Wilhelm Rontgen, 

Sir William Rose, George Bernard Shaw, Percy Shelley, George Stephenson,  
Charles Thackeray, Leo Tolstoy, Verner von Braun, Richard Wagner, Fred Waring,  

James Watt, James Whistler, F. W. Woolworth, William Yeats, Emile Zola 

Successful people who were home educated: (pages 3-4) 

Anton Bruckner, William Carey, Jonathan Edwards, Thomas Edison, Robert E. Lee,  
Felix Mendelssohn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, John Newton, Susanna Wesley 

Contemporary homeschool success stories: (pages 5-6) 

Erik Demaine, Robin Lee Graham, Michelle Kwan, Rosa Parks, Kevin Reynolds, Tim Tebow,  
Pat Venditte, Jimmy "Jimbo" Wales, Venus and Serena Williams, Andrew Wyeth 

Appendices: 
2 lists by Christopher J. Klicka (used with his permission; also available online as free downloads) 

(1) Recommended reading list for studying the Christian history of the United States and the 

Christian lifestyles of famous men and women of the past (page 7) 

(2) Home School Hall of Fame: Famous people who were taught at home by their parents (page 8) 
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